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 Somehow, this sermon ended up with the title “Faithful Doubt”.  But right now, 

I’m not sure I understand that title.  After all, according to my online dictionary, doubt 

means “a feeling of uncertainty or lack of conviction”.  And faith is defined as something 

like “complete trust or confidence in something or someone.”  Isn’t uncertainty the 

opposite of confidence?  Isn’t doubt the absence of faith?  What on earth could “faithful 

doubt” mean?  Isn’t “faithful doubt” self-contradictory? 

 Is this just a case where Rev. Paul has been watching the movie 1984 too often 

and is stuck in “newspeak”?  After all, George Orwell’s 1984 is full of phrases that 

appeared to be contradictory like, “war is peace”, “freedom is slavery”, and “ignorance is 

strength”.  But of course, if you actually understand “newspeak”, the phrases are not 

contradictory at all, they just imply a much deeper layer of meaning. 

 Similarly, “faithful doubt” - I will argue - is not contradictory at all, we just need 

to understand the phrase at a deeper level of meaning.  Because the short answer is that 

faithful doubt is the best possible type of doubt.  And faithful doubt just might be the best 

possible type of faith too! 

 As always, when we read the story of “doubting Thomas”, I feel sorry for him.  

The risen Jesus appears to all the disciples - except Thomas - and when his friends tell 

him about seeing the risen Jesus, Thomas does not believe them.  But I need to ask you 

… what do we do when our own friends tell us things, particularly things that are 

completely unbelievable.  Think about the last time that a good friend told you something 

that was unbelievable.  How did you react?  Usually, I start by mentally checking the 

calendar to see if it’s April Fool’s day.  Failing that, I wonder if other friends put my 

friend up to a prank.  Simply believing my friends is usually just about my last option! 

 Actually … let’s do that test right now.  Does anyone here trust me?  I’m a 

minister - you can trust me!  So let me show you some simple math. (distribute handout) 
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Proof that 1 = 2 

 So now what.  You trust me (I assume), and yet I have told you something that 

you know is wrong.  You might really want to trust me, and yet, I have told you (and even 

proven) something that you know is impossible.  What is your response to that?  Do you 

think I am lying to you?  Do you think I am trying to trick you?  Do you really believe 

that 1 = 2?  What is your response?  Should you have blind faith in me anyway? 

 Thomas doubted - that is true - but Thomas doubted his friends.  Thomas was 

completely open to meeting the risen Jesus once he had a personal encounter with Jesus.  

Thomas didn’t trust the story when the story was second and third-hand.  But Thomas 

had no difficulty accepting a first-hand experience of the risen Christ.  And what is wrong 

with that?  I usually admire people who want to see things for themselves. 

 Let’s do another test.  You know that many radio stations play the start of a song 

and expect a caller to keep singing after they stop the music?  Well, we are not going to 

do that.  But let me ask you to hum along - or sing in your head - this little tune.  And I 

want you to track the lyrics because after I stop singing, I want to know the next word in 

the song.  “Jesus loves me, this I know, …” now what’s the next word? 

 What’s the next word?  Depending on your tradition, the next word is either “for” 

as in “for the Bible tells me so”, or the next word is “and”, as in “and the Bible tells me 

so”.  Did you know that there are two versions of that hymn? 

 The word was changed in our old red hymn book, “The Hymn Book” from 1971.  

(Hymn 123) It was changed from “for” to “and”.  I remember a huge debate about that 

# Step Description

1 Let a = b a, b are not = 0

2 a2 - b2 = (a + b) (a - b) simple factoring

3 a2 - ab = (a + b) (a - b) since b = a

4 a (a - b) = (a + b) (a - b) simple factoring

5 a = a + b divide both sides by “(a - b)”

6 a = 2a since a = b

7 1 = 2 divide both sides by “a”
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word.  I don’t know the name of the person who was pushing for the change, but I do 

know that they were a modern incarnation of doubting Thomas.  Because the whole 

reason to change the word was this: Do we believe that Jesus loves us because it is 

written in a book?  Or do we believe that Jesus loves us because we have had some form 

of a personal encounter with Jesus, and the Bible simply corroborates our experience?  In 

other words, do we believe that Jesus loves us because of a first-hand experience?  Or do 

we believe that Jesus loves us because we believe the second and third-hand reports of 

others as found in the Bible?  In the hymn, the word “for” suggests a third-hand report.  

The word “and” allows for the possibility of a personal encounter.  It really was the 70’s! 

 The issue at stake is exactly the issue that Thomas faces.  Do we believe the 

disciples, or do we want to see Jesus ourselves in some form? 

 Incidentally, this issue was such a hot-button issue that in our current hymn book, 

“Voices United” (VU 365) the word has been changed back to “for”.  Apparently, 

tradition trumps theology. 

  

 So - in spite of the wording in Voices United - I encourage all of us to be a bit like 

Thomas.  Thomas did not really doubt.  Thomas just wanted first-hand evidence of the 

spirit of the risen Christ.  Which leads me to wonder, how do we recognize the spirit of 

the risen Christ?  Are we looking for Jesus?  Where do we see Jesus in our midst?  On the 

GO train?  In Prison?  Walking down the street?  In this church?  At the Woodbine 

Centre?  In hospitals?  Do we not even try to recognize Jesus in our daily lives?? 

[where or when do you find Christ in your midst?] 

 Something that has always intrigued me about our gospel story today is … Why 

did Thomas say he would not believe his friends until he saw Jesus’s wounds.  “Unless I 

see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 

hand in his side, I will not believe”.  Is is just me that finds that a bit … odd?  I think if it 

was me, I would want to see Jesus’s face, or perhaps want to hear his voice.  But Thomas 

wanted to see Jesus’s wounds.  Why was that?  Was Thomas morbid?  Would Jesus’s 
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wounds really be the obvious proof of who the stranger was?  Even the two criminals 

who were crucified beside Jesus would have had nail marks in their hands and feet.  Why 

did Thomas believe that Jesus’s wounds were key to recognizing Jesus’s? 

 I invite us all to consider that perhaps the simple truth of that is that - even today - 

Jesus is revealed to us through scars and wounds.  Or to be more precise, that Jesus is 

revealed when people reveal their scars and wounds to each other.  Personally, I find the 

grace of God and the presence of Christ most apparent when I am sharing life stories with 

other people - stories of pain, hurt, wounds, and scars.  Because when people connect 

with each other in deep ways, the spirit of Jesus is always present.  And when we connect 

with each other in deep ways, our wounds surface. 

 And maybe that explains something else in our gospel story today.  Jesus did not 

simply return to the disciples to prove that he could do it.  Jesus did not just reappear to 

scare the disciples or to fulfill prophesy.  Jesus came back with a message.  Jesus said, “if 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them”.  Jesus told the disciples that their 

business was to forgive others.  By extension - the business of the church - every church, 

including ours - is to forgive others.  To help people forgive others and to help people 

forgive themselves.  2,000 years later, how do you think we are doing with that mission? 

 Jesus is revealed to us as we engage with people, as we listen deeply to their 

stories of wounding and scarring.  As we listen deeply to their lives.  As we help people 

find forgiveness.  And Jesus is revealed to us as we engage with ourselves, as we listen 

deeply to our own stories of wounding and scarring.  As we listen deeply to our own 

lives.  As we learn to accept forgiveness and as we learn to offer forgiveness to others.  If 

you struggle to find Christ in your midst, perhaps that’s where you should start looking. 

 Jesus is revealed as we forgive others.  It is our mission to forgive.  Thanks be to 

God. 

 Amen.
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