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 Today, we celebrate “Christ the King Sunday”, also called “Reign of Christ 

Sunday”.  We are not alone in celebrating this day, but I need to tell you that many of our 

Christian brothers and sisters do not celebrate this particular Sunday.  Many churches 

have moved away from this celebration because they don’t like the word “King” applied 

to Jesus, and in fact have troubles with the word “King” altogether.  The argument goes 

that the term “King” is sexist, it is undemocratic, and it is not used in ordinary language.  

It is not a modern word, nor is it a modern concept.  In our post-modern age many people 

struggle to understand the idea of “royalty”, whether applied to people or to Jesus.  It 

seems that “royalty” just doesn’t mean what it used to mean to common people.  In many 

churches this morning, they will instead be celebrating “Christ the Friend” Sunday.  

 I do share some of the views of the critics of the word, “royalty”.  I have never 

understood how a democratic country can have royalty, since royalty are not elected.  I 

used to be a supporter of the idea of “Christ the Friend” Sunday, which seemed so much 

more ... gentle.  So much more friendly.  And besides, we didn’t read it today, but 

remember that in chapter 15 of the gospel of John, Jesus explicitly calls his disciples his 

friends.  You know the line, Jesus, referring to the disciples, says,  “I no longer call you 

servants ... Instead, I have called you friends.”  And in today’s reading from John, Jesus 

agrees with Pilate that Jesus is a king, but not a king by any normal standards.  A king 

without worldly power is a very unusual king indeed.  It’s almost as if Jesus would not 

understand “Christ the King” either.  And besides all that, “Jesus the Friend” Sunday just 

sounds more United-Churchy - don't you think? 

 So you can imagine my surprise when I learned a bit of history, and I was 
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converted back to appreciating “Christ the King Sunday” in new ways.  I was surprised to 

learn that the whole notion of celebrating “Christ the King Sunday” was only brought 

into church tradition in 1925 by the Italian Roman Catholic Pope Pius XI.  In the 

encyclical Quas primas of that year, it says “It is by a divine inspiration that the people of 

Christ bring forth Jesus from his silent hiding-place in the church, and carry him in 

triumph through the streets of the city, so that he whom men refused to receive when he 

came unto his own, may now receive in full his kingly rights.”  This is not abstract 

support for the sovereignty of Christ.  It is a call to bring Christ out of the church.  It is a 

call to Christians to stop hiding behind their own allegiances - including allegiance to the 

church if necessary - and to live as if Jesus was truly king.  It is a call to stop worshiping 

false gods.  It is a statement that Christ is king – not someone or something else! 

 To understand this, we probably need to understand what was going on back then.  

But what was going on in 1925 in Europe?  Who were the other contenders for our 

allegiance?  Who or what else was claiming the hearts and the minds of people?  The 

“alternative kings” in 1925 in Europe were Communism and National Socialism, which 

the Pope considered “demeaning to human dignity and in violation of basic human 

rights”.  And before we consider ourselves off the hook, the Pope also saw evil in the 

western democracies of the time, labeling them as “Conspiracies of Silence”.  Christ the 

King Sunday was a strong reminder that if we are to have a king at all - it had better be 

Christ!  

 The Quas primus has been called “possibly one of the most misunderstood and 

ignored encyclicals of all time.”  But in it, Pius XI notes that Jesus's Kingship is not 

obtained by violence: 'Christ,' he says, 'has dominion over all creatures, a dominion not 

seized by violence nor usurped, but God's by essence and by nature.'  The Pope instituted 

the feast of Christ the King in 1925 to remind Christians that their allegiance was to their 

spiritual ruler in heaven as opposed to any earthly ruler, which was claimed in Italy at 

that time by Benito Mussolini.  The encyclical affirms what other Popes have said, that 

Christ's Kingship is not based on “human power” but on loving and serving others. 

 Our reading from Second Samuel this morning is a reminder that humans 
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frequently believe that human power and military force is the appropriate path.  And it is 

fairly easy to make it sound as if God's path is a path of power, and that God is with us on 

our path to war.  The reading depicts a “God” who supports genocide - “the godless are 

all like thorns that are thrown away.”  It’s even more clear if we read the preceding text in 

chapter 22,  “You [God] made my enemies turn their backs to me, and I destroyed them.  

My enemies cried to God, but God did not answer them.  I beat [my enemies] fine and 

crushed them and stamped them down.”   

 And that sentiment has been shared by many people.  In 1095, another Pope, 

Urban II, started a military conquest that developed into what we now call “The 

Crusades”.  Although sources differ, Fulcher of Chartres expresses the Pope's words to 

begin his project in this way: “I, or rather the Lord, beseech you as Christ's heralds to 

publish this everywhere and to pursue all people to carry aid promptly to those Christians 

[in the holy land] and to destroy that vile race from the lands of our friends.  Moreover, 

Christ commands it.”  That “vile race” was of course the “Turks” - people we would call 

“Muslim” today. 

 Recent terrorist attacks also remind us that some misguided people still believe 

that God is a “god” of war and destruction.  At least if we read our own scriptures, we can 

take comfort in the fact that terrorist acts were popular long before the creation of Islam. 

 And so, not only is the Quas primus “possibly one of the most misunderstood and 

ignored encyclicals of all time.” - the words seem just as relevant today as they were in 

1925.  I suppose that the names of the players have changed, but we are still faced with 

the same social and theological dilemmas.  We are still confronted by “evil empires” who 

seek domination.  And we are still witness to the effects of impotent empires that remain 

silent in the face of massive injustice. 

 And neither of those approaches – domination or silence - appear to be very 

helpful.  Neither of these approaches are creating the sort of world that we imagine – or at 

least the sort of world that we dream of.  So Christ the King Sunday is a reminder to all 

of us – it is a reminder that there is at least one other path – that there is at least one other 
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option.  And that option is to bring Jesus out of the safely and security of the church, into 

the community, into our community. 

 But what does that really mean?  What would that really mean?  Which might that 

really mean - here in Rexdale?  When we speak about bringing Christ out of the church 

into the community, we are really speaking about taking ourselves out of the comfort of 

this church to go into the community. 

[ask - what does it mean to take Jesus out of the safety of this church into Rexdale?] 

 No – I'm not crazy – I already know that at this church we engage with our 

community in many important ways.  We provide community space for a variety of very 

important groups, we feed people, we provide various types of support, we help in lots of 

ways.  And yet, how often do we think of ourselves as intentionally being the presence of 

Christ to others.  How often, when we are speaking with someone with an unknown 

background do we intentionally try to be the light of the divine for them and with them? 

 And while we are out being the divine presence in our community, if we are 

observant, we may just discover that the spirit is already there.  We are not only called to 

be the presence of Jesus in our world – we are also called – I believe – to recognize the 

many and varied ways that God is already present in the world, and in our community.  

We can find the divine in others, and we can name it.  We can find the divine in our 

community – fragile and mixed community that we are.  We can find the divine in our 

congregation - fragile and confused though we can be.  And we can find the divine in 

ourselves, fragile and imperfect beings that we all are. 

 As we are called to be Christ in our own world, let us seek out the divine presence 

that is already waiting for us.  We can find it on the streets.  We can find it right here.  

Who knows – perhaps we can even find it in each other. 

Amen.
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